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they are far more vulgar ; and they are far more
dangerous, because they are apt to run counter to
scientific conclusions. This assertion is curiously
confirmed by the political phenomena of the moment.
The most recent of democratic inventions is the
" Referendum " of the Swiss Federal Constitution,
and of certain Cantonal Constitutions. On the
demand of a certain number of citizens, a law voted
by the Legislature is put to the vote of the entire
population, lest by any chance its " mandate " should
have been exceeded. But to the confusion and dis-
may of the Radical leaders in the Legislature, the
measures which they most prized, when so put, have
been negatived.

Democracy being what it is, the language used of
it in our day, under its various disguises of Freedom,
the "Revolution," the "Republic," Popular Govern-
ment, the Reign of the People, is exceedingly remark-
able. Every sort of metaphor, signifying irresistible
force, and conveying admiration or dread, has been
applied to it by its friends or its enemies. A great
English orator once compared it to the Grave, which
takes everything and gives nothing back. The most
widely read American historian altogether loses him-
self in figures of speech. " The change which Divine
wisdom ordained, and which no human policy or force
could hold back, proceeded as uniformly and majesti-
cally as the laws of being, and was as certain as the